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Angelo Codevilla
STRATEGIC DEFENSES NOW

he Soviet Union now possesses enough intercontinental

ballistic missiles (ICBMs) with the necessary combina-

tion of reliability, accuracy, and warhead yields to elim-

inate the vast majority of our own forces in a preemp-
tive attack. By doing so, the Soviet Union could well prevent a
militarily meaningful retaliation by the United States. Moreover,
this could be accomplished using only a fraction of Soviet assets,
with the remainder held in reserve as a powerful incentive to us
and the rest of the world not to retaliate. This is not a doomsday
scenario. It is inherent in the actual capability of existing Soviet
missile forces. These forces, unlike ours, were not built to deter
by threatening senseless damage. Rather, they were built to be
used against our military forces. They were not built to destroy
us, but to defeat us.

This is not a passing problem. It has been coming for a long
time, and has shown no signs whatever of going away. On the
contrary. When Ronald Reagan was first sworn in as president,
the Soviets held almost a four-to-one advantage in these “coun-
terforce” missiles. Since that time, the Soviets have added “coun-
terforce” missile warheads to their arsenal at the rate of almost
twenty a month, every month, year in and year out since 198].
During the same time—and despite intense efforts on the part
of the administration—the United States has not added one hard-
target weapon. Today's ratio, which is also an important sign of
instability, stands at almost six-to-one. According to recently de-
classified CIA estimates, it will continue to worsen indefinitely.
'As long ago as the mid-1960s, American strategists foresaw the
possibility that we might fall into this predicament, and they
worked hard to avoid it. Unfortunately, they chose an approach
that proved to be wrong: arms control. Through agreemerits,

Dr. Angelo Codevilla is a senior research fellow at the Hoover Institution.
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DEFENSES...CONTINUED

be a recognized principle in the agreed zones. Nothing, not even
space self-defense zones, of course, is permanent or foolproof.
With the development of very powerful space-based lasers, zones
will become less meaningful, especially closer to Earth.

In addition to passive hardening and agreed self-defense
zones, we should also consider the use of decoys and of other
means for reducing the visibility of our valuable space assets to
various kinds of Soviet sensors. Anti-satellite sensors can be easily
confused for the very same reasons that warheads can be easily
camouflaged and decoyed while travelling through space. The
details must, of course, remain classified. :

Although we strongly condemn the Soviet Union for violating
its arms control agreements with the United States, fairness com-
pels us to note that these violations, by themselves, are not re-
sponsible for the terrible and worsening fix in which we find
ourselves. The Soviets simply pursued a strategic vision far dif-
ferent from our own by means that sometimes respected, some-
times twisted, and sometimes violated the agreements. The Soviet
Union has sought, by all possible means, to build weapons to
protect itself from American weapons whether on the ground,
in the air, or in space. Our problem has been that we have refused
to understand this, and have hoped that, in homage to pieces of
paper they signed, the Soviets would somehow come to accept
mutual vulnerability. This has not happened and simply will not
happen. To say otherwise is so unrealistic as to be dishonest. Our
problem has not been that the Soviets have behaved irrationally,
but that we have refused to take advantage of the opportunities
for self-protection, for reducing possible damage to ourselves
and our assets that technology has provided us. By stubbornly
hoping against hope for more than a decade that the Soviets
would somehow agree to give up building the infrastructure for
strategic defense, we have refused to do these things for our-
selves. We have thereby created a huge imbalance that threatens
the peace of the world.

We suggest a more realistic approach. Let us tell the Soviets
that we are going to follow their éxample, and make whatever
preparations we can for limiting damage to ourselves. Perhaps
we can codify what we both are doing by some kind of agreement.
But this does not matter so much as the fact that, by protecting
ourselves, we will be removing from any Soviet leader a host of

temptations to aggression that we have lately and thoughtlessly
given him.
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